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Threatened fishes of the world: Salminus affinis

Steindachner, 1880 (Characidae)
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Common name: Picuda, Rayada, Rubia, Rubio, Dorada
(Spanish). Conservation status: Listed as vulnerable by
the Red Book of Colombian Freshwater Fishes
(Lehmann and Alvarez-Leon 2002). Identification:
Presence of dark post-orbital stripe, absence of any
development of the median caudal-fin rays beyond the
primary margin of the fin, caudal-peduncle spot
spreads onto the caudal fin, 6879 lateral line scales;
Dii + 9; Pi + 12-14; Vi + 7; Aiii + 23-25
(Eigenmann 1922; Lehmann 1999; Lima 2006).
[llustration corresponds to Collection of ichthyology
University of Antioquia (CIUA)-970, by Andres
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Montoya. Distribution: Magdalena, Cauca, San Jorge,
Cesar, Sinu and Rancheria river basins (Lehmann and
Alvarez-Leon 2002; Lima 2006; Mojica et al 2006).
Abundance: Current reports in the Magdalena River
basin suggest a drastic decrease in population size
(Lehmann and Alvarez-Ledén 2002; Lehmann and Nifio
2008). Habitat and ecology: Migratory species, it can
be found in the main river channel, in clean-water
tributaries. Its diet is composed of fish and insects
(Lehmann and Alvarez-Leén 2002). Reproduction:
Breeding individuals have been observed in the rainy
season and gonadal development reaches its peak
during November (Lehmann 1999). Threats: Water
pollution, overfishing, gold mining and hydroelectric
dams (Galvis and Mojica 2007). Conservation action:
The minimum capture size of 35 cm total size is legally
established. Considered as priority species for conser-
vation (Lehmann and Nino 2008). Conservation
recommendations: Conservation of undisturbed
tributaries, fishing regulations, biological research,
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implementation of closed season during the spawning
months (from November to February) and develop-
ment of artificial breeding and rearing techniques are
required. Remarks: Boulenger (1898) and Géry and
Lauzanne (1990) listed S. affinis from the Ecuador,
what was followed by Maldonado-Ocampo et al
(2005). According to Lima (2006) the species from
the upper Amazon basin correspond to Salminus
iquitensis and is distinguished from S. affinis by
having dark pigmentation on the interradial membranes
on the caudal fin.
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