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Loranthaceae: an hemiparasitic
family
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Conventional flowers: locules, ovules, integuments, nucellus, endosperm and embryo

Loranthaceae flowers: viscin and reduced carpels and ovules
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Loranthaceae: 950 species
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Main questions

What tissues correspond to the ovary wall and the 
hypanthium in the selected species? 

What is the origin of the viscin in the selected species?

Can we establish homologous features for the 
endosperm in the three species? 



Methodology



Selected species of Loranthaceae
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Vascular traces are hereafter used as positional references
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Fruit stage 2: viscin, embryo and 
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Postanthesis: elongation of the embryo sac
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Fruit stage1: double fertilization 
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Main questions

What tissues correspond to the ovary wall and the 
hypanthium in the selected species? 

What is the origin of the viscin in the selected species?

Can we establish homologous features for the 
endosperm in the three species? 



Massive hypanthium surrounds the fruit
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Endosperm features
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Loranthaceae fruits: viscid hypanthium + fruit + fertilization products

Hypanthium ViscinEmbryo FruitEndosperm
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